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CROATIAN MINISTRY: Rev. Fr. Ivan Gerovac 

 

MARITIME MINISTRY: Rev. Fr. Freddie Chua 
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NORBERTINE FATHERS: Serving our High School (310) 521-1930 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Monday - Saturday: 8am & 5:15pm 

 

Sunday: 7:30am, 9am, 12pm, 5pm (English);  
10:30am (Spanish); 1:30pm (Croatian); 6:30pm (Italian) 

 

Holy Days of Obligation 
5:15pm evening before; Day of: 8am, 12pm, 5:15pm 

Morning & Evening Prayer 
Monday - Friday 7:45am & 5pm 

 

Reconciliation (Confessions) 
Thursday & Friday after 5:15pm mass;  
Saturday after 8am mass and 4pm-5pm 

870 W. 8th Street, San Pedro, CA 90731 
Tel: (310) 833-3541   -  Fax (310) 833-9254 

Parish Office Hours: Monday - Thursday 9am - 5pm;  
Friday - Saturday 9am - 4pm; Closed Sundays 

Parish Website: www.marystar.org   -  E-mail: office@marystar.org 
Sisters of St. Joseph of Cluny: Parish Convent (310) 834-5431 

Stella Maris Bookstore: (310) 519-8661 
                        

 
www.pinterest.com/MaryStar_SP 
 

www.facebook.com/marystarsanpedro 
FOLLOW US! 
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PASTOR’S CORNER 
Dear Mary Star of the Sea Parishioners: 
 

This Month of November we have celebrated All Saints Day, reminding us of the great multitude of Witnesses which have gone 
before us, Our older Brother and Sisters in the Faith, who constantly intercede for us before the Throne of Our Almighty Father in 
Heaven.  We honor these great Heroes of history and count on their continued prayers and protection for us and our families.   
We also are reminded to pray all month for the Holy Souls those who have gone before us Marked with the Sign of Faith, yet still 
need our prayers, Holy Masses, and sacrifices so they may continue on to their final Eternal Destination, which is Heaven.  I thought 
it might be good to go over the history of Purgatory and what the Early Fathers taught about its True Existence.   
 

The Roots of Purgatory 
All Christians agree that we won’t be sinning in heaven. Sin and final glorification are utterly incompatible. Therefore, between the 
sinfulness of this life and the glories of heaven, we must be made pure. Between death and glory there is a purification.  
 

Thus, the Catechism of the Catholic Church states: "All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are 
indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the 
joy of heaven. The Church gives the name purgatory to this final purification of the elect, which is entirely different from the 
punishment of the damned" (CCC 1030–1).  The concept of an after-death purification from sin and the consequences of sin is also 
stated in the New Testament in passages such as 1 Corinthians 3:11–15 and Matthew 5:25–26, 12:31–32.  
The doctrine of purgatory, or the final purification, has been part of the true faith since before the time of Christ. The Jews already 
believed it before the coming of the Messiah, as revealed in the Old Testament (2 Macc. 12:41–45) as well as in other pre-Christian 
Jewish works, such as one which records that Adam will be in mourning "until the day of dispensing punishment in the last years, 
when I will turn his sorrow into joy" (The Life of Adam and Eve 46–7). Orthodox Jews to this day believe in the final purification, 
and for eleven months after the death of a loved one, they pray a prayer called the Mourner’s Kaddish for their loved one’s 
purification.  
 

Jews, Catholics, and the Eastern Orthodox have always historically proclaimed the reality of the final purification. It was not until the 
Protestant Reformation in the sixteenth century that anyone denied this doctrine. As the quotes below from the early Church Fathers 
show, purgatory has been part of the Christian faith from the very beginning.  
Some imagine that the Catholic Church has an elaborate doctrine of purgatory worked out, but there are only three essential 
components of the doctrine: (1) that a purification after death exists, (2) that it involves some kind of pain, and (3) that the 
purification can be assisted by the prayers and offerings by the living to God. Other ideas, such that purgatory is a particular "place" 
in the afterlife or that it takes time to accomplish, are speculations rather than doctrines.  
 

The Acts of Paul and Thecla 
"And after the exhibition, Tryphaena again received her [Thecla]. For her daughter Falconilla had died, and said to her in a dream: 
‘Mother, you shall have this stranger Thecla in my place, in order that she may pray concerning me, and that I may be transferred to 
the place of the righteous’" (Acts of Paul and Thecla [A.D. 160]).  
 

The Martyrdom of Perpetua and Felicity 
"That very night, this was shown to me in a vision: I [Perpetua] saw Dinocrates going out from a gloomy place, where also there 
were several others, and he was parched and very thirsty, with a filthy countenance and pallid color, and the wound on his face which 
he had when he died. This Dinocrates had been my brother after the flesh, seven years of age, who died miserably with disease… For 
him I had made my prayer, and between him and me there was a large interval, so that neither of us could approach to the other...and 
[I] knew that my brother was in suffering. But I trusted that my prayer would bring help to his suffering; and I prayed for him every 
day until we passed over into the prison of the camp, for we were to fight in the camp-show. Then . . . I made my prayer for my 
brother day and night, groaning and weeping that he might be granted to me. Then, on the day on which we remained in fetters, this 
was shown to me: I saw that the place which I had formerly observed to be in gloom was now bright; and Dinocrates, with a clean 
body well clad, was finding refreshment. . . . [And] he went away from the water to play joyously, after the manner of children, and I 
awoke. Then I understood that he was translated from the place of punishment" (The Martyrdom of Perpetua and Felicity 2:3–4 [A.D. 202]).  
 

Tertullian 
"We offer sacrifices for the dead on their birthday anniversaries [the date of death—birth into eternal life]" (The Crown 3:3 [A.D. 211]).  
 

PRAYER OF ST. GERTRUDE 
The Prayer of St. Gertrude, below, is one of the most famous of the prayers for souls in purgatory. St. Gertrude the Great was a 
Benedictine nun and mystic who lived in the 13th century. Our Lord promised her that 1000 souls would be released from purgatory 
each time it is said devoutly.  
 

Eternal Father, I offer Thee the Most Precious Blood of Thy Divine Son, Jesus, in union with the masses said throughout the 
world today, for all the holy souls in purgatory, for sinners everywhere, for sinners in the universal church, those in my own 
home and within my family. Amen. 
 

Have a Blessed Week, 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 

Fr. Harrigan 
Pastor 



stellamaris@marystar.org 
(310) 519-8661    
Store Hours: 

Wed.  2:45 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 
 Sun.  8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

Announcements: 
ÕWe will be open on 11/18. 

Sunday hours remain the same.  
ÕAdvent & Christmas and My 

Saint My Hero items 
available. 

Stella Maris  
Catholic Books & Gift Store 

We honor Mary Star of the Sea Elementary  
& High School Scrip! 

A Message from our Perpetual Adoration Coordinator 

We’d like to thank all those who 
have graciously and generously 
donated towards our Stained 
Glass Window Protection 

project! Small windows cost $2,000 and larger windows cost 
$4,000 to keep safe. Whoever would like to donate in helping 
maintain our church stained glass windows safe for future 
generations, please contact Josephine Frka at (310) 833-3541.  
Thank you in advance for your generosity.    

Stained Glass Window Protection 

C.C.F. Guild St. Nikola Tavelić Dinner 

Prayer Intentions of  the Holy Father 
UNIVERSAL: Dialogue: That we may be open to personal 
encounter and dialogue with all, even those whose 
convictions differ from our own.   
EVANGELIZATION: Pastors: That pastors of the Church, 
with profound love for their flocks, may accompany them 
and enliven their hope.  

In Memoriam 

ONLY ONE HOUR REMAINING TO BE FILLED!  
“To believe in God means to believe by 
loving, by abandoning oneself to God, 
uniting and conforming oneself to Him.”  

~St. Anthony of Padua.   
 

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration is a 
privilege for our Parish, full of sacrifice and 
reward. All that is needed is one willing and 
faithful soul to join us in the Adoration 
Chapel on Sundays. Perhaps it would be a 
“new experience” for someone? Listed 
below is the available hour.  

 

Sunday  Afternoon 2pm - 3pm 
 

Heavenly Father, let us set aside a few silent moments each day 
for thinking about You and speaking with You.  
 

Thank you, Barbara West / Coordinator.  
I can be reached at (310) 548-1693 
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Philip Felando 
Hermenegildo Dragovcic 

Nela Smoljian 
Geraldine Mariani 
Sr. Marco Ramirez 

Buy your tickets now!  Limited amount of tickets 
will be available at the door. 
 

The Croatian Catholic Family Guild will celebrate 
the Feast of their Patron Saint, St. Nikola Tavelić 
on Sunday, November 15, 2015 at 3pm in the 
parish Auditorium. Festivities will begin at the 
conclusion of the Croatian Mass.  
A traditional Croatian dinner will be served. Menu 
includes Tri-Tip, Chicken, Mostaccioli, 
Sauerkraut, Salad, Rolls, Homemade Desserts and 
Wine. Cost: $35/adult and $10/child under 12yrs.  

Tickets are available for purchase from the Croatian Guild.  
 

For more info: please call: Katie Juravic (310) 291-2625 |  
Kenija Gusich (310) 547-9213 | Antonette Radovcic (310) 749-4299.  

Prayers for the Sick 
Please pray for all of the sick in our community, that they 
may find healing and comfort in Christ, especially: 

Antoinette Onorato -Uthoff 
Rose Regan 

Mary Lou Sweida 
Rita Madigan  
Lydia Faria 

Augie Amalfitano 
Daniel Horeczko  

Ramiro Hernandez Lyta  
Louis Casteneda 

Vincent Kordich Jr. 
Jackie Carrolle Martin 

 
Please welcome the newly Baptized 

to our community!  
 

Dominic Gerard Vasquez 
Vivianna Eve Marie Macias 

Mattie Grace Cracchiolo 

Newly Baptized  

Velike Gospe Society - Bake Sale 
The ladies of the Velike Gospe Society are having their 
annual “BAKE SALE” on Sunday, November 22nd, 2015 
starting after the 7:30a.m. mass. 
 

Ladies you don’t have to bake.  Come early and buy your 
favorite Croatian goodies for your Thanksgiving dinner. 

*Names stay on the sick list for 3 weeks, if you would like 
them to continue please call the parish office to have the 
name added again. Please notify us of any changes.  



         NNNEWSEWSEWS   & E& E& EVENTSVENTSVENTS   
Weekly Holy Hour 

“In order to convert America and save the World what we 
need is for every parish to come before Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacraments in Holy Hour of prayer.”  

~Blessed Mother Teresa.  
Every Wednesday there is a Holy Hour in the church from 6-7 
pm. Within the hour, there is a rosary with beautiful 
reflections, time for silent reflection, and the Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy, concluding with Benediction. Please come and 
spend 1 hour with Jesus. This is a special time of abundant 
blessings for all!  
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I.C.F. “Crown Princess” Coastal Cruise 
Come join your friends and I.C.F. members on a memorable 7 
days cruise up the California Coast on April 23-30, 2016. Sail 
round trip from San Pedro visiting San Francisco, Santa 
Barbara, San Diego and Ensenada, Mexico. Prices per person 
based on double occupancy is $699.00 for inside cabin, 
$949.00 for ocean view and $1099.00 for balcony. Prices are per 
person plus additional taxes fee of $136.00. Book early to get 
the best available cabins. Booking and reservations required 
by December 21, 2015.  
Contact Maria Letizia Chaparro at 310-832-0140. 

Join Sr. Loretto for Lectio Divina the first Tuesday of every 
month 9 a.m.—10 a.m. in the Convent Chapel. Lectio Divina 
is the reflective praying of Scripture. All are welcome.  
For those unable to attend Sunday Mass, Heart of the Nation 
offers a television Mass at 9 a.m. on Channel 19 for beach 
cities  in Time Warner Cable.   

Lectio Divina  

The Mass of  the New Evangelization 
It’s Coming... 

 

The Mass of the New Evangelization 

 
 

Beginning the First Sunday of Advent:  
November 29th 2015 

5:00 p.m. 
 

Pro-Life 
Pro-Family 
Pro-Beauty 
Pro-Truth 

Lectors Needed 
Volunteer -  Make A Difference 

Enrich Your Prayer Life And Others 
Become A Prayer Leader Or Substitute 

Where: Mary Star of the Sea Church 
When: 5:00p.m. Prayer Service 

Tuesday - Friday 
20 Minutes 1 Evening per Week Singing Is Optional 

Guidance Available 
If interested Please call Michelle Downes 

(310) 833-3541 ext. 200 

Did You Know? 
When secrets become dangerous 
There is no better time of year to review the important family 
rules that help to keep all children safe. It takes just a few 
moments to review with your children what to do in an 
emergency, who the special and safe adults in their life are, 
and the importance of not keeping secrets. Some secrets, like 
a gift for a special occasion, can be fun and safe to keep. 
Secrets that hurt others, involve any kind of unsafe or 
inappropriate touching or anything that bothers a child – are 
secrets that are NOT safe to keep. Help your child 
understand the difference. For a copy of the VIRTUS® article 
“Back to School: Secrets,” email: jvienna@la-archdiocese.org. 
 
¿SABÍA USTED? 
Cuando los secretos se vuelven peligrosos 
No hay ningún mejor momento durante el año para repasar 
las reglas familiares sobre la seguridad de los niños. Tome 
sólo unos minutos para repasar con sus hijos qué hacer 
durante una emergencia, quiénes son los adultos especiales 
en su vida con quienes están seguros, y la importancia de no 
mantener secretos. Algunos secretos, como un regalo para 
una ocasión especial, pueden ser divertidos y seguros de 
mantener. Secretos que hacen daño a otros, que implica 
contacto físico inapropiado, o cualquier cosa que molesta a 
un niño, son secretos que NO son seguros de mantener. 
Ayuda a su hijo a entender la diferencia. Para una copia del 
artículo de VIRTUS® “Back to School: Secrets” (Regreso a la 
escuela: Secretos) envíe un correo electrónico a: jvienna@la-
archdiocese.org 



Mary & Joseph Retreat Center 
JUBILEE—YEAR OF MERCY-PILGRIMAGE IN ROME 

Pope Francis announced the Holy Year of Mercy, which 
begins on December 8th, 2015. The Pope typically 
announces a jubilee every 25 years. The main focus of this 
Holy Year, is to evoke the concept of forgiveness. 
In this spirit St. Anthony Croatian Catholic Parish will 
organize a pilgrimage to Rome. Between March 31st and 
April 11th, 2016, under guidance of Fr. Goran Jovicic. 
During our pilgrimage in Rome we will participate 
on Saturday April 1st, at the conference about Divine Mercy, 
pilgrimage to the Holy Doors and at the Vespers with Pope 
Francis. The culmination of this event will be the Divine 
Mercy Sunday's celebrations with the Pope. 
During our trip we will be visiting the holy sights, and the 
tombs of the Apostles. Our next destination during our 
pilgrimage will be Assisi and/or Padre Pio's tomb in San 
Giovanni Rotondo. This a great opportunity for our spiritual 
growth and to know each other better. Our pilgrimage last 
year was an unforgettable life's experience! I would like to 
encourage our parishioners and all other brothers and sisters 
in faith who are interested to participate. Croatians and 
Italians could stay in their countries after our pilgrimage to 
visit their relatives.  
Registrations are at our Office (only Tuesdays and 
Thursdays) at 213  628 2938 and at: dongoran@gmail.com 
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12-Step Weekend Retreat: The JOY of 
Living                       
John  McAndrew, MA, MDiv 
7:00pm Friday, December 
4 to 1:30pm Sunday, December 6 
“The joy of living is the theme of AA’s 12th Step, and action is 
its key word” (12&12, p. 106). We’ll consider how we ‘practice 
these principles in all our affairs’ in the company of other men 
& women who have embraced this way of life. How can I 
better practice my program in my relationships? How do I 
enlarge my spiritual life? This weekend is designed for people 
seeking a deepening of their spiritual lives. For men and 
women, couples or singles- all seekers and 12&12 Fellowships 
welcome!  

Non-denominational. 

Cost: Couples shared room $455 ($440 if paid in full 
before November 13) per person/shared $230 ($215 if paid in 
full before November 13) single room $335 ($320 if paid in full 
before November 13)  

For online registration: 
https://e-giving.org/Registration_v2.5/ViewEvent.asp?
evntid=15415 
 
Life in the Spirit: The Kingdom Breaking 
Through                                
Katherine Coolidge  
Saturday, December 5,  9:00am - 3:00pm  
Advent is a time of waiting but life goes on while we wait. 
Come spend time with John the Baptist, Mary & Elizabeth - 
explore how you are called to live AND wait for the coming of 
Jesus at Christmas. Bring your Bible, notepad and heart open 
to the movement of the Holy Spirit in Advent! Lunch 
included.  
Cost: $50 ($45 if paid in full by November 27) 
For online registration: 
https://e-giving.org/Registration_v2.5/ViewEvent.asp?
evntid=15416 

St. John Fisher - Part-time Receptionist Needed 
St. John Fisher Church is seeking a 
receptionist for the parish office to 
work Wednesdays and Thursdays 
from 10:30am-7:30pm, with a one-
hour lunch break.  Requirements 
include an attitude of hospitality, 
organizational skills, and computer 
skills (including MS Outlook, Word, 
and Excel).   

You may pick up an application in the parish office or email 
your resume to Gayle Piecha at gpiecha@sjf.org. 

St. Angela Merici Catholic Church 
“Christ’s Healing Presence” is the theme Deacon Ben Flores 
will address at the Healing Service he will celebrate Monday, 
November 16, 2015, at 7:15 pm at St. Angela Merici Catholic 
Church, 585 S. Walnut (at Fir) Brea, 92821. 
 

Deacon Flores has been a deacon at St. Angela Merici for the 
past 10 years.  As part of his deaconate duties, for the past 8 
years he has taught classes to couples who are seeking the 
sacrament of marriage.  He is also on special assignment to 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Delhi youth group in Santa Ana for 
faith formation, first communion and confirmation.  He has 
presided at a healing service here at St. Angela Merici. 
 

All those suffering physically, emotionally, spiritually, 
psychologically, or know others who are, are encouraged to 
come.  All are most welcome. 
 

For more information: Please call Jan (714) 529-2277 

St. Michael’s Open House 
St. Michael's Prep School consistently ranks as one of the 57 
best private high schools in the United States with SAT scores 
well above the national state standards.  
 
Come find out about the admissions process, meet our 
Headmaster and enjoy a tour of our school.    
  
Open House: Sunday, December 4th at 3:30 p.m. 
Entrance Test: Saturday, January 23rd at 8:00 a.m.  
(registration required) 
 
St. Michael’s Prep School ● 19292 El Toro Road ● Silverado, 
CA 92676 ● 949-546-0637 ● pamchristian@stmichaelsprep.org 



   FFFAITHAITHAITH   FFFORMATIONORMATIONORMATION   

 
 
 
 
NEWS:                                                                                                          
Õ Confirmation Registration is now OPEN! 
Õ All high-school aged teens should register  
Õ Please register ASAP to secure your spot  
Õ Registration forms are available in the back of the 

church or available online at www.MaryStar.org 
Õ Please turn them into the main Rectory Office of the 

Youth Ministry Office.   
Join us for our LIFE NIGHTS on Sundays after the 5:00 PM 

LIFE TEEN Mass 
 

Õ Nov. 15th: Mini Golf  
Õ Nov. 22nd: Hangout / Homework Help Night    
Confirmation Registration is still OPEN!! All high-school 
aged teens should register. Registration Forms are available 
in the back of the church or available online 
at www.marystar.org Turn them into the main Rectory 
Office or the Youth Ministry office. Please Contact George 
to set up an appointment. 310-833-3541 x220. 
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FAITH FORMATION SESSIONS  
 
The next Faith Formation Session will be 
Monday, November 16.  Fr. M. Harrigan will 
speak on The Eucharist.  Formation sessions 

are for all parents of children who are preparing for First 
Communion.  All are welcome 
 
THANKSGIVING MASS  
 
The children who attend Religious Education will celebrate a 
Mass of Thanksgiving on Wednesday, November 18 at 4:00 
pm.  They will donate grocery bags of food for Christian Care.  
 
ADULT SACRAMENT SESSIONS 
 
For Adults who have not received First Holy Communion or 
the Sacrament of Confirmation or both.  Sessions are held in 
Room 111 in the Religious Education Building.  
 
If you need further information on any of the above programs 
please call Sister Mary or Lorena at 310-833-3641 ext. 221, 222 

A Pilgrimage to the Holy Land  

BAPTISMS  
We welcome infants and young children to the 
Sacrament of Baptism. Visit the Parish office for 
a Baptism Information Package and to schedule 
an appointment.   
We ask parents, when coming to register for 

infant Baptism, to please bring the baby’s birth certificate. 
Please check our website for necessary documents and 
information to bring to your interview for scheduling a 

Eastern Europe: (April 2016),  
Our Lady of Guadalupe: (June 2016),  

India: (Sept. 2016) 
Spiritual Director: Fr. Joseph Parathanal 
For more information, contact Bernadette 

at  
Church of the Beatitudes  BCORP1114@hotmail.com  
on the Sea of Galilee             or  call (323) 344-1548 or (323) 547-6618 

 


